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8 OCIET I 


O F 


CAT ECHUME NS, 


At whoſe requeſt this SERMON was preach d. 


GEN T LE ME N, 


HE benefit of catechifing, as it 
"al to explain the more eminent 
| and fundamental portions of the 
Chriſtian doctrine, and convey to the 
' Ge : minds of younger perſons eſpecially, 

that light which our Lord Jeſus 
KChrif brought into this world, muſt be conſider- 
able at all times, and more ſpecially in an age of 
© Deiſm and Infidelity. Such, 1 am ſorry to ſay, 
5 ours appears too plainly to * A hen, therefore, 
the ſacred orueles are mwardly diſcredited by ſome, 
1 and openly ſcorn'd by others, it is a pleaſure to ſee 
numerous ſocieties of young perſons aſſembling, to 
= do bonour to the perſon, and authority of our dear 


= Redeemer z and with a due concern to preſerve, and 
improve the truth, as it is in Jeſus. 


This 


To the SociETI, &c. 


This good work, in which you, Sirs, are engaged; 
The F perſon you have choſen to inſtruct and aſſiſt 
your ſouls; and the good ſucceſs, with which it has 


pleaſed God to bleſs my worthy and reverend bre- 7 


thren in their labours among ft you, makes it our duty, ® 
and our pleaſure, who art miniſters of the Goſpel, 
to approve and countenance your deſign. 2 


When, at your requeſt, 1 readily conſented to 
preach to your focicty, I neither had one thought 
of printing the ſermon, nor any imagination that 

yon would aſk it. The following diſcourſe, which 


was prepared for my own congregation, and with © 


ſome alteration delivered to you, is at length, by 
your great importunity, made publick. And if, as 
you make me believe, ſome good was done by the 
preaching it, and ſome farther advantage may be 
hoped from its publication, it is well. Glad ſhall 


T be, I am ſure, if God make me any way inſtru- : 


mental to aſſiſt the ſouls of any, and help tbem 
forward in heaven's way; may [ never ſpare any 1 


pains, while I can hope this ſhall be the fruit of my 4 
labour / 2 
That God would increaſe your ſociety, ſucceed 


your miniſter, proſper your ſouls, and grant you 
mercy in the great deciſive day, is the ſincere 


prayer of your affettionate ſervant, 


27, 1723. 


Hackney June Jon N B ARKER. „ 


— — 


+ The Reverend Mr, Jahn Foxon. 


„ ' have not choſen me, but I have 
* = choſen you, and ordamed you, that 
„„ Don ſhould go and bring forth fruit, 


and that your fruit ſhould remain. 
that whatſoever he ſhall aſk the 
Father in my name, he may give 
a. you. hs 


HN Jeſas knew that bis hour was 
come, that be ſhould depart out of 
reis world unto the Father, he takes 
* Dy his Diſciples aſide to diſcourſe with 
EF — them concerning the ſufterings he 
as to undergo, and e glory that would fol- 
Pw. The converſation, which paſs'd between 
NH he dying Maſter and his dear Diſciples, is here 
Wc lated; in which one cannot bur obſerve the 
any wiſe and moſt endearing things he ſaid 
Wo them, for their inſtruction and comfort up- 
en this melancholy occaſion. Providence now 
Wnade a ſeparation neceſfary; Jeſus mult dye and 
Weave the world; He who came from God, 
uſt go to God; but though he paſs'd from 

B humt- 


IN 


os. 


humiliation to glory, his love was unalterable ; 
the change in his condition made none in his 
heart: fo inviolable was his affection for them, 
that he declares his life was the fountain of 
theirs, - becauſe I live ye ſhall live alſo, and 
the Father's love ro him, the pattern of his 
love to them,—as the Father hath loved me, ſo 
have I loved you.- And among many other 
inſtances of the Redeemer's love to his Diſci- 
ples here produc'd, this is not inconſiderable, 
that he did them the honour to employ them 
in his immediate ſervice z; committed the rich 
treaſure of the Goſpel to them; ſent them to 
negotiate the affairs of his kingdom in the 
world; and allowed them freely to ask in his 
name whatever they wanted for their direction, 
encouragement, and ſucceſs. 

Theſe words, then, as immediately ſpoken to 
the Diſciples, intimate to us, 1, The grace 
and favour, by which they were choſen to the 
Apoltleſhip. 2%, The ſervice expected from 
them hereupon. And 3%, The great encou- 
ragement they had, to proceed in their work. 

1. The grace and favour, by which they 
were choſen to the Apoſtleſhip. Ze bave not 
choſen me, but I have firſt choſen you ; their 
election to this office was the act of Chriſt. Have 
not 1 ras you twelve ? And he made this 
choice of them, not becauſe of a ſuperior me- 
rit, greater wiſdom, or more remarkable good- 
neſs in them, than was to be found in others; 
but merely as an act of ſingular grace and fa- 
vour. The intimacy to which Chriſt admitted 
theſe men, the embaſſy on which they were to 
be employed, the power with which they 
were entruſted, and the ſpirit by whom they 
were inſpired, was an honour put upon them 
by the Son of God : they had no right to this 

office, 
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(39 
office, nor qualification for it, nor proſpect 


of ſucceſs in their work, but what Jeſus Chriſt 
= was pleaſed to give them. It is the prerogative 


of a Prince to chuſe his own miniſters, and 


2 


the privilege of a Maſter to chuſe his own 


© ſervants; and though the Apoſtles, and all 


EF 


| Goſpel-miniſters after them, who are in the 


1 that holy calling their own choice; yet that 
choice he makes of them, is prior to theirs of 
him, his work, and ſervice. 


2. The ſervice expected from them hereup- 


ſtricteſt ſenſe the Servants of Chriſt, do make 


on. I have choſen you, and ordained you, that 
Jou ſhould go, and bring forth fruit, and that 
your fruit ſhould remain. The TD were 


*choſcn by Chriſt to miniſter in hol; 
be employed in the work of the miniſtry, en- 
truſted with the Goſpel, to y No the myſteries 
of it to the world, and to ſpread and propa- 
gate the knowledge of Chriſt as a Prince, and 


y things, to 


Za Saviour, who had 3 to give eternal life. 


They had a commi 
the Goſpel-ſalvation to the fouls of men, and 
were appointed to go from one place and na- 


and the twelve Apoſtles, an 
were to lay the foundation of it, and it was to 
NNlive in ſucceſſion from them, one generation after 
another, till the end of time; ſo that commiſſion 
nd command of his, ay + ye therefore, and teach 
1 2 all 


ion from Chriſt to offer 


tion to another, bringing them into obedience 


to him: they were choſen to labour and ſer- 


Vice, ordained to bring forth fruit, and fruit 
hat ſhould remain, (i. e.) the good effect of 
their care and labour for God's glory, the Re- 
deemer's honour, and the advantage of preci- 


ous ſouls was to be perpetuated. The Lord 


Jeſus was now erecting a — 1. 
eventy Diſciples 


Matth. 
XXViil. 19. 


- 
: 
o 


o 
: 
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all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſf : 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever | 


have commanded you and lo I am with you al- 


ways, even to the end of the world, (i. e.) with 


you and your ſucceſſors in the miniſtry, for we 


Eph. ii. zo are all BA upon the foundation of the Apoſtles 


and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 
corner ſtone. 

3. The great encouragement they had to 
proceed in their work; that whatſoever ye ſball 
aikof the Father in my name, he may give it you. 


The Diſciple's intereſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


gave them an intereſt at the throne of grace: 


e counted them faithful, putting them into 


the miniſtry ; and when he had done ſo, aſſures 
them they ſhould not labour in vain z and 


whereas they were weak and ignorant men, 
and might eaſily foreſee much difficulty in 
their way, and an oppoſition to which they 
were no way equal, he directs them to pray 


to the Father for whatſoever gifts and graces | 


they wanted for their aſſiſtance and ſucceſs. 


It is probable, this promiſe principally reſpe&ts 
the power of working miracles, with which 


it was needful the Apoſtles ſhould be cloath'd, 


and then the import of it is this: Whatſo- 
<« ever gifts and power you find neceſſary for 
« the han: of the Goſpel, and which 
“ you have occaſion for in the courſe of your 
& miniſtry, in order to prove and recommend 

% my doctrine, convince and ſilence gain- 
« ſayers, and ſhew the ſeal of heaven to your | 


& commiſſion ; you may aſk it in my name, and 


“ God will give it you. 


But this text of Scripture is, doubtleſs, appli- WR 


cable, beſides the Diſciples to whom it was 


immediately ſpoken, to all Chriſtians who are 
choſen, 


(5) 


hoſen, and ordained to grace and glory; and 
being thus applied, will afford us the following 


{ 8 obſervations. as 
- 5 I. That the ſincere Diſciples of the Lord 
n © Jeſus Chriſt, are made ſuch by his gracious elec- 
e tion and choice. - 

II. That ſuch as are choſen by Jeſus Chriſt 


f eo be his Diſciples, are ordained to be uſeful 
and fruitful. 
o III. Thar all Chriſt's Diſciples have great en- 
11 FKcouragement, to pray for whatſoever will ſecure 
their preſent uſefulneſs, or their future eternal 
ſt ſalvation and happinels. 
>: I. The fincere Diſciples of the Lord Jeſus 
to Chriſt, are made ſuch by his gracious election 
es and choice. i 
1d Obſerve how our Lord expreſſes himſelf to his 
n, Diſciples, ye have not choſen me, but I have choſen 
in Hor; in the former of which expreſſions he de- 
ey nies their — themſelves his Diſciples ; and 
ay in the latter declares that he made them ſuch. 
cs Nov, if this be true as to theſe perſons who 
veere choſen to a certain office in the Church 
"3 Pr God, I ſuppoſe it applicable both to mini- 
ch ters who are employed in the more immediate 
ervice of Chriſt and ſouls, and to the whole 
pody of Chriſtians who are choſen by him to 
grace and glory; it is true as to all of us, that 
e have not choſen him, but that he has cho- 
ur eu us. | | 
nd Not that our Lord is here to be underſtood, 
in- 85 if his Diſciples are choſen by him againſt 
their wills, or without their own conſent ; much 
| els that they have made, in a ſtrict ſenſe, no 
manner of choice of him at all: no ſure, his 
ie 4 willing people in the day of bis power 
Chriſt's Diſciples love their Maſter, 4, chuſe 
Vis Service; they are convinc'd that he is the 
j Chriſt 
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(6) 
Chriſt of God, the Saviour of the world, and 
the Lord of glory; they are ſatisfied he has a 
right to their ſervices and fouls, and do there- 
fore chearfully, and with full purpoſe of heart, 
renounce and diſclaim .every other Lord and 
Owner, and confeſs themſelves his property. 
Faith in his merit, compliance with his ſaving 
deſign, and a voluntary ſubjection to his autho- 
rity, are eſſential marks of diſcipleſhip. All 
good people have a willing mind to be ſaved 

y Chriſt, and through him to be accepted of 
God: their underſtanding is enlightened in the 
knowledge of God, and their wills determin- 
ed to a choſen ſubmiſſion, and entire ſurrender 
to the Lord Jeſus: it is the joy of their hearts 
to ſee themſelves brought to a humble reliance 
upon the free mercy of God in Chriſt for eter- 
nal ſalvation, and to find the Redeemer's throne 
erected in their ſouls: they know that Chriſt 
will rule all he ſaves; to this they readily con- 
ſent, and freely yield: it is their grief, that 
they have ſo long ſtood it out * Chriſt, 
oppos'd and reſiſted his word and Spirit, and 
not yielded ſooner to his renewing work, and 
ſaving operation upon their ſouls: but now 
they give themſelves to the Lord, adore his 

erſon, conſent to his terms of mercy, chuſe 
Ea ways, obſerve his orders, fulfil his will, and 
deſire and delight to do fo: it is their buſineſs 
and pleaſure, their meat and drink ; and nothing 
is now conſidered by them either as fo delight- 
ful, or ſo important. 

But the election or choice of Jeſus Chriſt 
may be conſidered, either as intentional, or ac- 
— ; in his purpoſe, or in the execution of 
that purpoſe: the former of which is eternal, 
the latter made and done in time. Now, what 
I underſtand our Lord to mean here, is a 

only 
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only that we are choſen in him before the foun- 
dation of the world, and predeſtinated to the a- 
doption of children by Jeſus Chriſt, and from 
the beginning choſen unto ſalvation ; but that his 
actual choice of his people is prior to their 
choice of him, and both directs and determines 
it; that this great work en on the part of 
our great Maſter, is carried on by his grace 
and Spirit, and perfected by his power; and 
that he ſecures to himſelf the glory of this 
work, by being the firſt mover, and the chief 
and principal actor in it. This I take to be a 


truth delivered to us by Jeſus Chriſt here, and 
what may be well ſupported by the concur- 
rent teſtimony of ſacred Scripture : this there- 
fore I would now attempt to illuſtrate and 
improve. Now, that the ſincere Diſciples of 
= Jeſus Chriſt were made ſuch by his gracious 


election and choice, will appear, I m6. @th 
if the following things be well conſidered. 

: 1. The incapacity of the ſubjects of divine 
race, I mean the ſinful and depraved ſouls of 


men. Sinners are incapable of making them- 


elves Saints; they have not choſen Chriſt, be- 
Cauſe they neither will nor can do it without di- 
fection and aſſiſtance from him. This, I think, is 
Wfticiently declared in Scripture in the plaineſt 
Expreſſions, as well as by the ſtrongeſt metaphors 
No man can come unto me, except the Father which Fobn vi. 
Path ſent me draw him: Therefore ſaid I unto you, 44» 65- 
2 hat no man can come unto me, except it were given 
im of my Father. But the natural man (i. e.) 1 Cor. ii. 
Pot only a mere rational Man, but an unre- 14. 
ewed perſon, one who has nothing but 
hat he derives from the firſt Adam, receiv- 
not the things of the Spirit of God; for 
hey are foolifhneſ unto bim : neither can he know 
Ven, becauſe they are [piritually diſcerned. A- 
zreeably to this, man in his ſtate of apoſtacy 


from 


Eph. ii. 1, a reſurreftion. And jon hath be quickened who 


4, 5+ 


' Jahn iii. 3. 


nr 2 Cor, V. 


(2) 


from God, is ſaid in che language of Scripture 


to be dead, and his converſion is there called 


were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; but God who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us; even when we were dead in ſins, hath ®% 
quickened us together with Chriſt (by grace are e 
ſaved.) Moreover, this work from the nature 
of it, the power which effects it, and the 
great incapacity of the ſubject on which it is 
wrought is called a new birth, and a new creation. 
Teſus ſaid unto him, except a man be born again 
he cannot ſee the kingdom of God; and, if any 
man be in Chriſt (i. e.) vitally and ſavingly, he 
is a new creature: old things are paſſed away, 
and behold all things are become new. Now will 
not this demonſtrate that this work muſt begin 
on Chriſt's part? Can the wandring ſinner find 
in his heart, and prevail upon himſelf to come 
to Chriſt withour being drawn ? Can the dry 
bones live without the quickning power of God?ꝰ 
Can the depraved foul create it ſelf after the 
image of God, renew it ſelf in the 591 of its 

mind, and make it ſelf alive unto God? And 
though it ſhould be granted, as indeed it mult, 
that men are not utterly incapable, in all re- 
ſpects, of ſpiritual actions, even as ſtocks and 
flones are, and as if they were really unborn, 
or actually dead, but in ſome reſpects only ; 
yet ſurely our own reaſon and experience, as 
well as God's word, will plainly ſhew us, that 
there is a great incapacity in a fallen creature 
in this caſe; his natural inclination lyes not to- 

ward Chriſt at all, ſo far from it, that the 
whole current and force of nature goes the 
other way; beſides which there is the power 
of example; the poſſeſſion which Satan as a 


ſtrong man armed has taken of the heart; and 
an 


(9) 


un habitual courſe of ſin, and can the Ethiopian Fer. xillg 
change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots ® 103. 
Wore can they, who are accuſtomed to do evil, learn 
ro do well. Every child of Adam is prone to 
evil; we are born to /in, as well as trouble, as 
he /parks fly upward : Man, in his natural ſtate, 
s bent towards worldlineſs, ſenſuality, and far« 
ther departure from God; his ſenſes, paſſions, 
und treacherous, dark, and fooliſh heart, all ſerve 


4 


Jo expoſe and enſnare him, to pollute and de- 
beive him, to drive him down the ſtream of 
bn, to keep him in ignorance and unbelief, 
Ind to make his turning to God, and choice 
„r Chriſt, as his Saviour, Lord and portion, 
Pithout light and ſtrength from heaven, not 
Nifficult only, but impoſſible. 
2. The power of the efficient. The effici- 
unt cauſe of a ſinner's converſion, is all along in 
*Jcripture ſaid to be God; and the power ex- 
ted on this occaſion you there find to be re- 
pharkable; ſo that God is not the author of this 
e ix & merely as he is of any and every other; 


= 
1 


does not only ſo concur in this, as he does 

4 any and every ſimple action, which a reaſo- 

. ble creature performs, ſuch as moving _ 

rt of the body, uſing any faculty of the mind, 

4 the like; no, but the thing is ſoexpreſs'd as 

n. raiſe our attention, and to perſuade us that the 

„„ erk is eminently of God, and ſo performed as 

az bear down great oppoſition, and bring a con- 

ar erable glory to irs author. Thus it is ſaid, 2 Cor, iv; 6 

c. ho commanded the light to ſhine out of dark» © 
, bath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of 
buowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

* Chriſt. Why is it ſaid, God, who com- 

ded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, does 

is? Doubtleſs, to intimate the beauty of the 

rk, and the power needful to effect it. Who 

ra God, by power almighty, could command 


lighs 


(10) 

light to ſhine out of darkneſs? Well! ſuch is 
the power he exerts, when he ſavingly reveals 
Chriſt Jeſus to the ſouls of ſinful men. Again, 
The Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the Epbeant 

tells us, there is an exceeding 1 in the 
of God, which is exerted towards them 

that believe; and that it is the very ſame power 

b. i. 19. which he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed 
0 bim from the dead, and ſet him at his own rigbt 
hand in beaven. The ſame almighty power is 
manifeſted, and diſplay'd in the converſion , 
ſanctification, and gloritication of fallen creatures, 

which appeared in the Reſurrection, Exalta- 
tion, and Glory of Jeſus Chriſt: And, I am 

lure, if ſuch a power as this be needful to 

bring ſinners into this ſtate, there muſt needs 
be a owe incapacity in the ſubject, a great 
oppoſition to the work, and vaſt reſiſtance 

made by ſuch as have gotten poſſeſſion of 

the foul : Whence it mult follow, that the 

work muſt begin on Chriſt's part, and be car- 

ried on by a divine hand; and that it is nei- 

ther in the power of the creature to effect it, 

nor in his will to deſire it in a ſincere and per- 
ſevering manner, till the great Lord of all 

things takes him into his hands, and opens his 

eyes, and turns him from darxneſs to light, and 

from the power of Satan unto God. 

3. The nature of the means. The means of 

: converſion are either ordinary or extraordinary, 
, the latter of which are but ſeldom uſed, and 
; upon ſpecial occaſions, when it pleaſes God to 
4 manifeſt himſelf more viſibly, and ſhew fort 
„ the working of his mighty power in a more re- 
markable and diſtinguithing way. Paul was 
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1 indeed thus changed and choſen by Jeſus Chriltz 
5 the- nature of ſin was diſcovered to him by an 
i aſtoniſhing light from heaven, and his heart i 

} picrced 4 | 
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pierced through with an awakening voice from 
thence; he was ſuddenly and at once trans form- 
ed from a devouring wolf, to a lamb of that 
flock, againſt which he breathed out threat- 
nings * ſlaughter; and made a choſen veſſel 
for the ſervice of Chriſt, by ſuch means as to 
Z aſtoniſh himſelf and ſurpriſe the world. Now 
in ſuch an inſtance as this, nothing is more evi- 
dent, than that the work not only begins, but 
is wholly, and in all the parts and circumſtan- 
ces of it, eminently of God. But what we have 
= moſt of all to do with, is the ordinary means 
17 9 by which Chriſt works that change, which is 


5 neceſſary to ſhew his ſaving choice of his peo- 
to ple: Now theſe are not only ſuch as always ſe- 


3g cure the exceeding riches of grace, but how- 

ever proper they are to the en 5 they 
are either ſucceſsful, or otherwiſe; they are ei- 
of ther effectual, or ineffectual, as he is pleaſed to 
he Virtuate and enforce them. When the Lord 


Ar- 7 


His reaſonings with King Agrippa did but almoſt *7* 
in, er ſuade him to be a Chriſtian. To what ſhall 


1 wc aſcribe it, that the Goſpel is the ſavour of 
by | 2 unto life unto ſome, and of death unto death 
| ar Auto others? That to this ſoul it appears with 


3 transforming efficacy, and to that is 
>nly as a dead letter? and while it takes ſome 
and quickens them into life, it leaves others 
177 Fith hearts and fouls cold, and hard, and dead? 
W hence is it that perſons in other caſes teach- 


* ble, and yielding, and ready to comply with 
tn the force of reaſoning, ſhould, in a caſe where 
re. heir higheſt intereſt is concerned, be deaf, and 
70 XZ dbſtinate, and unperſuadable ? That there is a 
| 1 fault in men, to whom the Goſpel comes in 
* 88-04 oxly, is indiſputable * they are charge- 

p 2 able 


= 

os 

% 
1 


opened the Heart of Lydia, ſhe attended unto Ad xvi. 
bis things which were ſpoken by Paul; but all . XK. 


(12 ) | 
able with guilty inattention, and deſerve the 
ſoreſt N who wilfully negle& the 

reat ſalvation, I make no queſtion: Far be iii 
— us to excuſe their ſin, or charge their mi. 
ſery upon God, who ſit from time to time un- 
der the light and ſound of an ineffectual Gol. 
pel ; but we may ſafely aſſert the work of 3 

race to begin on Chriſt's part, and entitle. 
Pim to all the glory of our ſalvation, while we ® 
charge the guilt of ſinners upon themſelve; 
_ lay their damnation and miſery at their own? 

oor. | 
4 The way and manner in which this happy 
event is ſecured. We all agree, that the mean * 
of converſion to God are various; he hass 
many ways of coming at men's hearts as he 
pleales to uſe, and has accordingly determine 
the will of a ſinner to an unfeigned conſent u. 
his terms of mercy differently, ſometimes {for ex 
ample) by a remarkable providence, eſpecially x 
afflictive one; ſometimes by good books, or bi 
good men; but ordinarily by the preaching an 
reading the ſeveral parts of his own word. B 
how comes it to pals, that the heart is open! 
at one time, which was for many years befor: 
perhaps, juſt cloſed up in ignorance and in un 
belief? How comes it, that this and the ot 
ſoul hears, conſents, believes, and yields to Gol 
when many others remain unaffected? How! 
this event ſecured, in any and in all caſes of ti 
kind, contrary to the whole current of corrupt: 
ed nature, the force of ſinful habits and exan 
ple, and in ſpite of all the powers of darkne{? 
Ts it man's work, or God's work? Is it don 
by chance, or by a divine influence? Is it 
be aſcrib'd to the power of nature, or ro tal 
power of the God of nature? Whoever is thi 
inſtrument, and whatever the means of t 

chang 


BR. 
change, doubtleſs the work became 


becauſe it is of God; as it oftentimes, and may be 
under the faireſt and moſt promiſing appear- 


-# ances, becauſe it is not of God, dies and comes 
to nothing. Should perſons choſen of Chriſt 
be called to remember, and acquaint us how 
they come to be converted, the would rea- 
ite dily anſwer, by grace we are ſaved through 


= faith, and that not of our ſelves, it is the gift of 
God. As the air would no more admit the 
beams of the ſun than a rock, were it not ſuit- 
ed and diſpos'd hereunto by that God, who 
commands the light to ſhine into it; ſo neither 
will the rocky hearts of men admit the light 
of the Goſpel to any ſaving purpoſe, till ſoft- 
21 enced by the hand of God, and brought under 
a divine impreſſion. I conclude therefore with 
it t1 the Apoſtle, That it is not by works of righteouſ= Titusiii. 5 
rex © meſs which we bave done, but according to his 6, 7. 
lya # mercy that God ſaves us, by the waſhing of rege- 


r by neration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt , 
a which be ſhed on us abundantly through Jeſus 
Bu Chrift our Saviour; that being juſtified by his 


ene: = grace we ſhould be made heirs, according to the 

for, Hope of eternal life. 

1 un 2 Secondly, I proceed to apply this Doc- 

the FT trine. And 

Go! 1. You fee here the reaſon of that expoſtu- 

ow i lation of the Apoſtle, who maketh thee to differ 1 Cor. i 

thi rom another ? and what haſt thou that thou didſt 7. 
not receive? To what ſhall we aſcribe the ſav- 

xa ing change wrought upon the ſouls of Chriſt's 

nel Diſciples? Whence is the original of this work? 

dod from heaven, or of men? Jeſus Chriſt is the 

it u Lord and Saviour of his people; they have an 

2 1 .. intereſt in him, and an union with him that 

is s vital and ſaving; they receive him as an atoning 

Gacrifice, a vital head, and a governing Lord; 


and 


( 14. 
and repenting, 4 f and obeying they are 


waſhed, ſanct i ſied, and juſtified in his name : Now 
whence is it that this great and happy event is 


ſecured 2 Will you aſcribe it to the natural 
temper of the convert? Doubtleſs that is not * 


the cauſe, partly becauſe perſons of all tempers 
are made the triumphs of divine grace, and 
they of all tempers left under the dominion of 
Satan and partly becauſe it ſometimes happens 
that in the ſame Emily, congregation, or neigh» 
bourhood, the leſs eaſy and agreeable tempered 
perſons ſhall be affected and touched with a 


ſenſe of fin, and a ſenſe of God, when the 


more agreeable and ſweeter diſpoſition ſhall be 
led away with evil company and evil practices, 
and left to fall a ſacrifice to fin and temptation, 
finally and for ever. 

Or will you aſcribe this work. to good edu- 
cation? This may be a means of converſion, 
which God is pleaſed ſometimes to own : 
It is the duty of ſuperiors to uſe and try 


it, and the happineſs of inferiors to come 


under it: Being bleſs d of God, and meeting 


with a good diſpoſition, it may make the pal» | 


ſage of his word or providenceto the heart of the 


convert eaſier, and leſs viſible and remarkable: 
For which reaſon the ſoul may not be able to 
date its converſion from any certain time, nor 
give a very diſtinct and particular account of 
the manner, in which this was wrought, a cir- 
cumſtance, which I have ſometimes obſerved 


to give good perſons many needleſs ſcruples, 
and very diſquieting thoughts. But this 

can be no certain cauſe of our converſion to 
God, or of Chriſt's choice of us; for then, well 
educated perſons would be converts in courſe, 3 


_ 
Ed. 
= W 
* , 
Fi 
= ys 2 


and ill educated ones remain in their ſtate of 


apoſtacy: Wen, it often happens b 7 


* 


78 % 
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Jod frequently takes one of a family, and two 
oft a tribe, where there was no fear of him, no 
* family inſtruction, parental admonition, faith- 
| eu counſel, and ſolemn prayer; and on the 
other hand, there are many very fad inſtances 
ol holy parents, who lament over their ungodl 
F children, and who notwithſtanding all their 
1 7 pains and prayers, their Wholſome advice and 
+ paſſionate intreaties, their ſolemn warnings and 
x cf many tears, ſee their children grow up in wic- 
d kedneſs, depart from God and all that is good, 
* purſue the profits or pleaſures of the world at 
© the expence of their ſouls, and the grey hairs 
of the good old parent go down, by reaſon of 
„ their children's apoſtacy, with ſorrow to the 
5 grave. Again, 8 

Will you attribute this to miniſterial or any 
bother perſuaſion? This I own is a proper and a 
n, natural means of converſion, for real religion 
= is a moſt reaſonable ſervice; and God is plea- 
5 ſed often to own this means, and indeed has 
ne 


15 "for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us; 20. 
eve pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to 


he Pod. Faithful miniſters knowing the mercies of 
S: the Lord beſeech, and knowing his terrors per- 
to fade men. But this is no certain cauſe of their 
= Converſion, for then it would always produce 
0 


N this effect, if not extraordinarily hindred; 
ire whereas, how often do the ſervants of God go 
with all imaginable advantage to ſinful men, 
es, and come away as they went! How often are 
his the moſt fervent and eloquent preachers unſuc- 
to 2Kelſsful! They ſet and deviſe the moſt accept- 
ell able words, pray to God for aſſiſtance, long for 
ric, the dawn of the day of grace upon the ſouls 
ot ot them that hear them, and beſeech poor ſin— 
iſc J Vers in the bowels of Chriſt to repent, and be- 
10d lieve 


; _— and appointed it; we are ambaſſadors x Cor. v. 


(16) 
lieve the Goſpel, but all is in vain; few or 
none believe their report, at beſt perhaps they 
only obtain a cold aſſent to the truth of the 
Goſpel, but no conſent to its terms, no heart 
compliance with its ſaving deſign. © A 
« Lord God! How often do thy ſervants la- 
& bour in vain and ſpend their ſtrength for 
&« nought! How does the God of this world 
cc blind the minds of miſerable ſinners? While 
« we preach even Jeſus Chriſt and him cruci- 
& fied, a ſubject full of wonder, full of glory, 
« we are yet looked upon, but as men that 
« dream! We dilplay the glories of an incar- 
ce nate God, and open the myſteries of his 
&« ſufferings and his grace, his bleeding com- 
« paſſions and dying love, and all almoſt in 
ce yain! WeerecCt „ Ado of the croſs, but fes 
&« or none come under it! Things, which the 
&« Angels ſtoop to look into, affect but few of 
te the children of men! All the glories of hea- 
« ven will hardly call off a ſingle eye from 
& the falſe and periſhing ones of this enſnaring 
&« world; we obteſt and beſeech; we charge 
& and warn in vain; we are diſcouraged by ill 
& ſucceſs; the accents die upon our tongues; 
ce we are ready to ſay, wheretore are we lent! 
& Lord, are thy ſervants the only ones who 
& can't prevail! Haſt thou ſent us only to ag- | 
& gravate the damnation of ſinners, and in- 
« flame the black reckoning of the judgment 
c day! Muſt thy Goſpel be only a ſavour of 
e death unto death! We preach the unſearch- ® 
&« able riches of Chriſt, and declare the teſtimony 
& of God; our doctrine is the truth as it is in 
&« Jeſus, agreeable' to antient prophecies, and 
&« confirmed by ſigus and wonders, and diverſe | 
&« miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and yet it is 
c ſeldom regarded! Thy ſervants have hardly the 

& ſuccels 
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WW ccefs of other men: The merchant trades 
Y Mi to advantage: The ſoldier obtains his vie- 
ZE rory, and ſings his triumph: The huſ- 
4 S bandman plows, and ſows in hope, and 
& reaps the fruit of his labour; but we 
run, as uncertainly z we ſo fight, as thoſe that 
Feat the air; when we would in great earn- 


: =E eſt reach men the way of falvation, we are 
TY glad to be heard with patience, and it is 
a well if we are not anſwered with the {coffs 
„ of the prophane, and become not the ſong of 
t the drunkard ah Lord God! whenſhall thine 
„ Iſrael be gathered ! When hall our ſucceſs 
ar be equal to our hopes and wiſhes ! Ven 
all the arm of God be revealed, and the ſpi- 
2s rit of the Lord be poured forth from on high ! 


Finally, will you aſcribe this work to the re- 
c lution of unaſſiſted nature? if fo, you directly 
"* Fontradict the Apoſtle in the expoſtulation 
Hoted above, and elſewhere, when he ſays, by 
Pace ye are ſaved through faith, and that not of 
ur ſelves, it is the gift of God. Beſides, if 
1 WF'olution be the cauſe of this fruit, how come 
ten not to take it ſooner? How come fo few 


f us to reſolve? How come ſo many of theſe 
1 olutions to be broken? And how comes one 


en of lower capacity, leſs underſtanding, and 
* ery way inferior to his neighbour, to be ſo 
ppy as to reſolve to good purpoſe, while the 
ther has hardly made his . it may 
ge, before he breaks them all? No alas! This 
not the cauſe of this work, nor has any man 
In this account whereof to glory. Would to 
od there were more wiſe and ſober reſoluti- 
ns daily made: it is doubtleſs a good thing, 
ad every good man will frequently reſolve 
Ngainſt fin, and for God; but every wiſe man 
ill make ſuch . in God's mg 
5 8 
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(x3). 
and however thankful he may be, if To. hap 
as to keep his faith, he will not however aſcri 
either his converſion, or perſeverance, to this as 
the cauſe : So then it is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God who ſheweth © 
mercy. 4 
2. How great is the glory, ſuch as Chriſt 
has choſen, ought to account due to ſovereign 
race! Great adoration ought to be paid to 
hy grace, which makes us to differ | 2225 o- = 
thers. We arc naturally as ignorant, dark, and 
obſtinate; as perverſe, diſobedient, and rebel- 
lious; as any of our fellow creatures. Where 
had we been, if God for our ſins had paſs'd us 
by? What had been our condition now, if God 
had not called us out of darknels into his mar- 
vellous light, and tranſlated us out of the king- 
dom of Satan into that of his dear Son? Whe- 
ther it were done by ordinances or providen- 
ces, by judgment or mercy, by a virtuous edu - 
cation, or without it, and contrary to it; if 
our {tony hearts are taken away, and God has 
given us hearts of fleſh ; if the enmity of the 
carnal mind be conquered, and our fouls are 
made the ſcats of God's triumphant and vic- 
torious grace, we have the greateſt reaſon to 
rejoice, acknowledge the grace of God, and 
glority that grace accordingly. Happy they, 
whom God has not appointed unto wrath, but 
to obtain ſalvation by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 
3. This ſhould filence the unjuſt complaints 
and cavils of all ſuch againſt Chriſt, who have 
not cholen him, nor are choſen by him. Sim. 
ful man has nothing due to him from a jul 
and righteous God, but wrath and puniſhment. 
Should he never give the means of grace to 
ſuch as have forteited his favour, he does them 
no wrong; and ſhould he finally withdraw hi 
gricvel i 


6299 
Worieved Spirit, there would be no unrighteouſneſs- 
Vith him. Though no man can of himſelf pro- 
ure his own ſalvation, every one does enough. 
vo deſerve his own deſtruction: I hat, therefore, 
1 F God ſbetus bis wrath, on ſuch as have made 
ſbemſeldes veſſels of wrath. and makes known 
if be riches of bis glory, on the veſſels of . mercy, 
gn which he had before prepared unto glory : If God 
o hew mercy to ſome, who deſerve it not, and 
puniſh thole who have fitted themſelves for de- 


2 


8 truction: If he pardons the undeſerving, and 
el. Puniſhes the guilty, he does no wrong. to any. 


ere has ſhall. we ſay then? is there unrigbtecuſe 
us det with God? God forbid! - N Dow 
od 4. Let none, who are not yet diſciples in a 
ar. Rving ſenſe, deſpair of their being made ſuch 
- the gracious clection, and choice of the 
he. Vord Jeſus Chriſt. Conſider and approve the 
en- Rethod of ſalvation propoſed in the Goſpel; 
dy. I ffect your own hearts (as ye are able) with a 
it ge of ſin, with the worth-of: your fouls, and 
haz De weight of eternity; humble your ſelves be- 
the Pre God, under a ſenſe of your great unwor- 
are Pineſs, and heavy guilt; attend upon the or- 
vie- Hances of God; beg ableſſing upon the means 
to grace; lie at the pool, and wait the ſtirring 
rboſe waters, which have a healing and clean- 
bey, g virtue in them. Do not go about to efabliſh 
our ſelves a righteouſneſs of your own; but 
ni pour ſelves to the righteouſneſs of God. 
o not quench, reſiſt, or grieve, the holy Spi- 


as 1 fir, but yield to his motions, admit his renew- 
Sin- 8 work, and Cherith his gracious influences. 
ju ee to Chriſt as the refuge of vour guilty 
nent. uls, and earneſtly pray to be juſtificd by his 
ort, and ſaved by his power. You may do 
hem is, and are bound to do it, by all that is ſa- 


e, and by all that is dear: And you have 
2 2 2 great 


* 
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t encouragement hereunto, becauſe the con. 
xe ſaving grace of God is often in holy 
Scripture made the matter of exhortation, and 
1 the ſubject of a promiſe: That great promiſe, 
| g. L new beart will I giue you, and a new ſpirit 
ue. ill I put within you, is elſewhere turned into: 
Cb. xviii.P t. Make you a new heart, and a new ſpirit. 


13. Our Lord, who ſays, No man can come unto me, 5 
except the father, which hath ſent me, draw him 

® yet upbraids the Jews with their great obſtinacy, * 
VJ v. ſaying, Ze will not come unto me that ye migh © 
yu have life. And the Apoſtle, who conſtantly a 
ſcribes the ſalvation of ſinners to the grace 4 


Phil. il. 12. God, yet warmly exhorts us to work out ow 
own ſalvation with fear, and trembling : Fron 
whence it follows, that although you are in 
ſufficient to effect a ſaving change upon you 
ſelves, there is yet a great duty incumbent uß 
on you in this caſe, the negle& of which in 
volves aggravated guilt, and extreme danger 
but the performance of which is very favour © 
able, and proving towards every ſerious, anl | 
| 


Lake i. 13. awakened foul. ye then, being evil, (um 
© bow togive good gifts to your children; how mui © 
more ſhall your heavenly Father, give the boly Sj * 
rit to them that aſk bim? | 
The /econd obſervation from theſe words? 
this; that ſuch as are choſen by Jeſus Chrift t 
be his Diſciples, are ordained to be uſeful, av ® 
fruitful. I have choſen you, and ordained yu 
that you ſhould go, and bring forth fruit, and thi * 
your fruit ſhould remain. i 
In ſpeaking to this doctrine I ſhould = 
I. Enquire, how, and in what manner Chriſ 
Diſciples ſhould be uſeful, and fruitful? 4 
OW and on what accounts they ſhown 
be ſo? N oh 


* 1 
| 
f ö 


I. Hori 


ww 
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y LI. How, and in what manner ſhould Chriſt's 
®ZDiſciples be uſeful, and fruitful ? I anſwer, 
"* Generally in all the parts of Goſpel-holineſs 
ru and obedience. They, who are choſen by Jeſus 
oz Chriſt, are choſen to the means, as well as the 
ru. end, and are ordained to be holy, as well as ap- 
me, pointed to be happy. Cod hath from the begin- x Thief. ii, 
n; ing choſen you unto ſalvation, through the ſanc 13. 
vifcation of the Spirit, and belief of the truth: Wal 
ich And God bath not called us to uncleanneſs (i. e.) 
y + Mo take liberty to defile our ſelves with any kind | 
ed of ſin, but unto bolineſ5. Chriſt's Diſciples are l 
galled to be ſaints, and are ſaved, and called with Rom. i. 7, 
rom 8» holy calling, which has this appellation from; a Un. 
in Its author, means, and end. The holy Scrip- 82 
1 greatly magnifies jthe riches of divine 
grace, and ſteadily preſſes the duty of thoſe 
ho are the happy ſubjects of it. Both theſe 
Points are particularly laboured by the Apoſtle 
Faul, who carefully directs every convert to 
Norify God in heart and life, in word and ac- 
ion. Remember, then, you who are the election 
mud id choice of Jeſus Chriſt, that you are or- 
S Pined to be holy and good, uſeful and fruit- 
Bl; that God, to whom it is your duty and 
rds! onour to conform, propoſes his holineſs to 
rift t = Imitation; be ye hoh, for I am holy. Je- 1 pe. i, 
1, an "5 Chriſt, who has choſen you, is a pattern of 16. 
y Polineſs and goodneſs to his people; and we are 
*ZDbliged to imitate his 3 as ever we hope 
y be ſaved by his death. Subjection to Chriſt's 
8 thority, is as neceſſary to ſalvation, as faith in 
i is name: He is a Prince, as well as a Saviour: 
ee extends over the hearts of his people a 
Peepter of rule and authority, as well as of 
race: He ſaves none whom he does not rule, 
at accounts them enemies, who will not that 
2 ARGS | be 
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ue xvi.cd by him to this end, 20 go and preach the Goſs | 
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be ſbould reign over them. The Goſpel likewiſe 
requires of Chriſtians a profeſſed ſubjection, and 
uniform obedience. It is a rule of faith and 
duty, as well as a charter of privileges, and a 
ground of eternal hopes and proſpects. It i: 

the word of Chriſt, which is to dwell richly in 

all Chriſtians, as a word of caution, exhorta- 

tion, and warning, as well as of counſel and 
comfort. Ina word, it is an unalterable Goſpel- 


i truth, that Chriſtians are to be holy in all man- 


ner of converſation; that the righteous Lord lov- 
1 . m. eth righteouſneſs; and that whoſoever doth not. © 
righteouſneſs is not of God, neither he who loveth g 


10. 

not his brother. 

'S ._ Particularly,  - STI © 

. In all — things, which are our more di 

. rect and immediate duty. The Apoſtles were 

136 choſen by Chriſt, to gather his Church out of * 

. the ruins of an apoſtate world, and were chargs 
1 


4 15. pel to every creature and this they were to do 
1 with zeal and diligence, reſolution and courage, 
. without fear of men, or terror of any ſufferings f 
7 they could inflict. Goſpel - miniſters are like- 
7. wile to be uſeful, according to their capacity, 
. the ſame way, preaching repeutance towaras 
5 God, and faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt. The 
d. doctrine of the Goſpel is committed to them, 
2 and they are zo keep it by the Holy Ghoſt, who 7 
9 Awelleth in them; (1. e.) pure without corrupti- S$ 


on, and entire without alteration and to diſ- 
enſe it to all as the word of their ſalvation. 7 


* +: 7. iii. And as all ſuch are obliged to be blamelcſs, vi- 


gilant, ſober, of good behaviour, and apt to teach, 


2 Tm. ii. fudying to fbew themſelves approved unto God, 


15. workmen that need not be aſhamed, rigbiiy divi- 


(ng the word of truth ; ſo if God ſee fit to ty 
their finceriry and courage, they are, in love to 
+ Chrii 


* 


* 


1 Zwork are not to be terrified by their adverſa- 
tries, nor diſcouraged with ill ſucceſs. Private 
Chriſtians are likewiſe bound by the command 
'” of Chriſt, the choice he has made of them, 
and their covenant obligation to him, to ſerve 
L the purpoſes of God's glory, do their maſter's 
work, and ſerve their generation according to 
f Pis will. The Diſciples of Chriſt are entruſt- 
li ed by him with ſeveral talents, which they are 
TC xo uſe and employ in his ſervice, and neither to 
of Abuse and pervert, nor hide and lay by. They 
B” gre not only to deteſt the behaviour of ſuch 
97 Picked {ervants as are ſenſual, abuſive, and in- 
do jurious to their brethren; but to dread the 
ge, oom of unprofitable ſervants, who through 
195 » ameful floth, and criminal neglect, are ule- 
ke- &(is in the world, and Church of God. Our 
ty, me and health, our eſtates and capacities, our 
ras ward furniture, and outward advantages, are 
he j be employed in the ſervice of our great 
em, Maſter: We are all ſtewards, and of ſuch 17 is 
bo guired, that they be found faithful. The rela- 
pri- fon which Chriſtians bear to Chriſt, is like 
dil- at of the members to the head in the natural 
100 pody, where every one performs the office to 
V; RIF ich it is appointed, for the benefit of the 
ach, = i. This allufion is frequently made in 
God, =_ ><!:prure, particularly by the Apoſtle 
0101 e wo»ho argues upon it, to our preſent pur- 
0 ity Ple, in the following manner. As wwe have ma- Rom. XU. 
=y # 4C44927's in one body, and all meizvci's bave not 83 


4 


( 23) 


W Chic and precious ſouls, and in the hope of a 
glorious reward, to endure all things for the e-2 Tim. its 
E728; ſate, that they may obtain the ſalvation which 10. 


is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal glory. Miniſters 
are to do their utmoſt, to reſcue precious ſouls 
from the tyranny of Satan, the bondage of fin, 
and the danger of eternal death; and in this 


the verſes. 


and tol- 


( 24) 


in Chrift, and every one members one of another? 
Having then gifts, differing according to the grate © 
that is given to us, let us demean our ſelves ſo- 
berly in the uſe of them; whether prophecy, let 
us prophefie according to the proportion of faith; 
or miniſtry, let us wait on our miniftring ; or be 
that teacheth, on teaching; or be that exhorteth, 
on exhortation; he that giveth, let him do it with © 
femplicityz; He that ruleth with diligence; be 
that ſbeweth mercy, with chearfulneſs. Let love 
be without diſſimulation: abhor that which is e- 
vil, cleave to that which is good : be kindly af. 
fectioned one to another; with brotherly love, in 
honour preferring one another : not ſlothful in bu- 
fineſ5;, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord; re- 
Joicing in hope; patient in tribulation z continuing 
inſtant in prayer, &c. 


II. Why, and on what accounts, ſhould Chriſt's 
Diſciples be uſeful, and fruitful ? | 
(1.) They were choſen by him for this end) 
and purpoſe. I have choſen you, and ordained 


EF 2 
ade . at 0 


4188 
3 
7 4 


=>. Saf ARS: 22 
— TY op. a > 
++ CARS 70 „„ . 
4 l 0 . 


_ — 
„ 
FRAY. % & . 
i 2 SY — - Par IS el 
= o . s - x 
TOTS” © -4< © 


2 you, that you ſhould go, and bring forth fruit. 
4 4 When Chriſt chuſes Diſciples out of the world, 
= he intends to uſe, and employ them for the 
. purpoſes of his glory. They are not to be i- 
* dolent and unprofitable, any more than car? 


nal and ſenſual; neither to love and ſerve fin, 
nor ſerve, and live to themſelves. They are th! 
Rat. v. 13. ſalt of the earth, who being indued with the 
2 Cor. ii. grace of God, are to ſeaſon others. Thanks 
32 unto God, who maketh manifeſt the ſavour of U 
knowledge by us in every place. They arc 
light of the world, who diſcover the excellenc ln 
TY and glory of Chriſt ro thoſe about them: Bn 
Muli. rg. ing blameleſs, and harmleſs, the ſons of God wit 
out rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and perveii . 
ati 


625) 
tion, among whom ye ſhine as lights in the world. 
Fis the intention of Chriſt as to all his people, 
at they be ſerious, uſeful, and exemplary to 
ners. For this end they were choſen; and 
they do not anſwer this end, but contradict it, 
© they be not, and do not good. 
109 It is a ſure mark of diſcipleſhip. Every 
ing branch in Jeſus Chriſt beats the fruits of 
5 Pal holineſs; if we abide in him, and his words 
"Wide in us, ſo, ſhall we be; (i. e.) appear to be, 
ve as Diſciples. That faith which is juſtifying and 
. King, is a principle of holy action, and a ſpring 
af- duty and uſefulneſs, ſetting all the powers 
the ſoul on work in the ſervice of God, 
zu- ind the Redeemer. That love to Chriſt, which 
. urns and reigns in the hearts of Chriſtians, and 
ing & cvidenrial of his ſpecial love to them, is al- 
Ways attended with holineſs and obedience. If 
love me, keep my commandments ;, if ye keep 


1's Wy commandments, ye ſhall abide in my love, even 

| 1 have kept my Father's commandments, and 
nd, ide in his love. If the fruit be good, it is a 
ned rtain ſign the tree is ſo. Holineſs of lite plain» 
uit, FF evidences a ſanctified heart. The fruits of 
1, radiſe do not grow in the garden of nature. 
the men be taught effectually 0 deny ungodlineſs, 


ol J and worldly luſis, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
2 goaly in the world; doubtleſs, the grace of 


ſin, 804 bas appeared to them, bringing ſalvation. 

0 3.) It is honourable to God, and ornamental 
the Religion. Herein is my Father glorified, that 
h e bear much fruit: This is an evidence of 
M oc's faithfulneſs to his own, begets high 


8 houghts of him in their minds, and occaſions 
bers to glorify him. The fruits of rigbteonſ- Phil. i. 11; 
* eſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt, greatly tend to 
8 he glory and praiſe of God. A ies uſeful, 
eemplary, charitable Chriſtian, bears the i- 


E. mage 


(26) 
mage of God, ſhews the ſame mind that was 
in, Chriſt, and is a living witneſs, and bears an 


honourable teſtimony to his name, in a ſenſual, 


rant, and perverſe world. When profeſ- 
Chriſtians give occaſion to men to ſpeak 
againſt them as evil doers, it is a diſhonour to 
God, and a diſcredit to the holy name by 
which they are called; but when their light ſo 
ſhines before men, as that they ſee their good works, 
they will be naturally led to glorify their Father 
who 15s in heaven. | 3 
(4.) Want of this is a ſure ſign, that we are 
not choſen and accepted by Jeſus Chriſt. Uſe- 
leſs and fruitleſs perſons are not ſincere Diſci- 
Verſes 2, ples. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, 
ind S. of or, every branch that beareth not fruit in me; 
this Chap. ſuch fruit as proceeds from faith in me, and is 
produced by my word and Spirit, be tatetb 
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away; and if a man abide not in me, be is ca 


3 
3 | forth as a branch, (i. e.) a dry one, and wither- 
5 ed; and men gather them, and caſt them into the 
5 fire, and they are burned. It there be the 
2 leaves, and bloſſoms of profeſſion only, theſe Wl 
. will fail, and come to nothing; or if the branch 
4 be not inſerted into the vine, and partake not 

* of its vital ſap, it will wither, and become fit 

15 . . 

* for nothing but the fire. Hypocrites and Apo- 

15 ſtates bear no fruit in Chriſt; belong not to 

2 him in a ſound and ſaving ſenſe; have no vital 
£5 union with him; and will be hereafter caſt off 
4 and rejected by him. = 
. For theſe reaſons, therefore, it appears neceſ- 

fy fary, that Chriſt's Diſciples be uſeful, and fruit» 

2 ful, and that any dependance ſhort of this, mult 

* be vain and unſafe. It is not enough io name the 

1 name of Chriſt, if we do not allo depart from 


iniquity : Not he that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 
into the kingdom of beaven, but he that doth in 
wil 
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= will of our Father who is in heaven. Real Chri- 
W ſtianicy is a vital and ſpiritual thing; it conſiſts 
in an oppoſition to ſin, and in the fruits of ho- 
al, lineſs; and without thoſe, ler mens pretences 
el- be what they will, they are not the ſincere 
ak Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, but the ſervants of 
85 Ain, this world, and the God of this world. . 
ſo 1 III. The ſincere Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt 
ks, have great encouragement to Pray to God, for 
ber *whatioever will ſecure their preſent uſefulneſs, 

or their future ſalvation, and happinch, That 
are chat ſoever ye ſhall aſk of the Father in my name, 
ſe- be may give it you. Although this promiſe, as 
Ci- was oblerved above, principally reſpects the 
ut, power of working miracles for the proof of 
de; the Chriſtian religion, and ſo, was more im- 
is mediately made to the Diſciples; yet doubtleſs 


eth it may be conſidered as a precious promiſe, in 
af which ordinary Chriſtians have a ſhare. It is 
er- Fn encouragement to all Chriſt's Diſciples, to 
the ſk of God what they find needfal, for the fur- 
the rherance of his work in their ſouls now, and 
cle for the finiſhing of it hereafter. The ground 
ch pf this encouragement is, | 

. (t.) The object of prayer here directed to, 


10t 
fit i. e) God in the relation of a Father. God 
the common Father of all the rational world, 


to a vhole ſpirits are in a peculiar manner his off- 


5 
3 
1 


e, and man became a living ſoul. But as the 
aſe now ſtands with fallen man, it would be 
Put imall advantage to have God for our Fa- 


it» her by creation only: the human nature being 
ult Nepraved by fin, the natural faculties of under- 
the tanding, will, and power are very much weak- 
in ea, and the moral perfections of righteouſ- 


: gels, and true holineſs loſt; and therefore our 
; E 2 bleſſed 


Wpring. He breathed into his noſtrils the breath of Gen. ii. 7; 
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13 (28) | 
bleſſed Saviour has made his Diſciples the chi. 
dren of God by adoption and grace, and has re. 


.newed the relation between God and them. 4 


many as received him, to them gave he power, (i. e 
privilege, to become the ſons of God, even to ihn 
that believe on his name. Chriſt here calls G 
the Father, (i. e.) your Father as well as mine. 
the common Father of all them that believe i 
a way of ſpecial intereſt. 7 aſcend (ſays he); 
my Father, and your Father, to my God, an © 
your Cod; a marvelous expreſſion ! full of won 
der, grace, and love! Parental tenderneſs an 
affection is exceeding great; the pleadings c 
nature are always forcible, and commonly px 
vail, whether it be for gifts of bounty, or 
of forgiveneſs and pity. What may not a ch! 
expect from his father? Love here joins wii 
prudence, to incline the heart to yield, to ofe 
the hand, and to give liberally, and with © 
Brudgings every proper and needful benefit, e 
her of providence, or of grace. When 
holy Spirit, in the word of God, and in 4 
hearts of his people, teaches them to cry ai 
Father, they have a ſtrong reaſon to hope is 
acceptance and ſucceſs. If parental cond WS: / 
work fo K in creatures, how much m 


22 


in God, the fountain of love, who has all il 
ſtrength and beauty of that perfection, wi 3 
out any of the weakneſs of it! The object 
the Chriſtian's prayer is the God of grace, 
of all conſolation z as ready, as able to hear, i 
help us. 4 

(2) The manner in which they are tag 
to pray, (1.e.) in the name of Chriſt. He bi 
admits his Diſciples to uſe his name in pri 
and enjoins it upon them. It is their adi 
tage, and their duty; and this was till no 


Ne. 
74 


N (29) 


hi new and unknown thing. It is peculiar to the 
8 . Chriſtian Revelation, and a diſtmguiſhing pri- 
at vilege of the Goſpel. The whole Pagan world 
i. e. is ignorant of this, and the antient Church of 
thy God was not admitted to this high and glori- 
Gol ous privilege. They of old called upon God, 
nin: zs the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob; bur 
vel Chriſtians are taught, as to do all things gene- 
he) i; rally in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo particularly 
„ to pray in it, (i. e.) to come unto God, be- 
wor lieving in his mediation and merit; depending 
s an upon his power and intereſt in heaven; rely- 
ging upon the virtue of his blood, and the pre- 
pn valency of his interceſſion. To encourage our 
ra faith and prayer, he is repreſented in the Goſ- 
chi pel as our ſacrifice of atonement, and our ad- 
Wit ocate with the Father; and we are aſſured, 
 ope that all the promiſes of God are in him yea, and 
thi Amen. The Mediator's blood makes the throne 
fit, of God, a throne of grace; and his name per- 
ent fumes the prayers of the Saints, and makes 
n them as a grateful incenſe in heaven. It is a 


y al precious and powerful name; it gives force to 
pe i the pleadings of his people, and encourages 
1 their humble importunity in prayer; it is a 


ma name Chriſtians delight to mention, and which 


alli Od delights to hear. 
wil (3.) The ſubject matter of prayer here pro- 


== pos'd. I bat ſcever ye ſhall aſk. This general 
expreſſion may be thus explain'd and qualified: 
== \V hatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father, that will 
be for his glory to give, you may aſk with free- 
dom and confidence. Our Lord has taught 
us this by his own example : Hallowed be thy 
ame, is one part of the Lord's Prayer; and Fa- 
ber glorify thy ſelf, is a moſt dutiful addreſs, 

exceeding proper, and very powerful. This to 
be ſure is fit for us to aſk, becauſe it is proper 
79 for 
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for God to anſwer. His own glory is the great 4 


end of all God's actions, and ſhould be the 


ſum of all our defires. Again, Whatſoever 
will make us really uſeful and fruitful; W hat- © 


ſoever will make us wiſe and good; fur- 


niſh us for God's ſervice, and fic us for that of 


our generation; caſt a light upon divine truth, 
or lead us into the path of duty, uſeful know- 
tedge, and real grace; every gift and endow- 


ment which ſerves to conſtitute, adorn, or re- 


commend the Chriſtian character, is the proper 
ſubje& of prayer. Finally, W hatſoever will 
contribute to oureternal ſalvation, and iſſue in ir, 
may be aſk'd of God: of this he only can judge 


property's to him therefore we are to apply our 


elves, reſigning, in all the vaſt variety of events 
which happen to us in this world, entirely, to 
his infinite wiſdom, and grace 


Lee. 


(1.) Infer from hence the love of Chriſt to 
his Diſciples. The whole diſcourſe he had with 


them, upon the ſorrowful occaſion of his de- 
parture out of this world, is greatly evidential 
of his love. But I have my eye now upon 
the paſſige juſt explain'd; and this ſhews us the 
greatnels of his love to his people. 


In the liberty he has given them to pray. The 
Diſciples of Chriſt have leave to pray to God art 


all times, in every place, and upon all occaft- 
ons: They may pray with all prayer, ſocial and 
ſolitary, ſtited and occaſional, ordinary and ſo— 
lemn: They may pray in faith, nothing doubts 
"7 They have treedom of accels to the throne 
of grace, a d may aſk for grace and ſtrength 
to help them in every time of need: They 
may come to Gol as a Father: They may 

freely 


a. Ov. L. i 
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7 Us; 1A * 
rreelv uſe the name of Chriſt: They may 
i Rhe - eateſt, and the beſt of bleſſings ; and they 
may always come with the youth encourage- 
ment, and hope of ſucceſs. We cannot go 
f with this aſſurance to any friend on earth; 
N — alter and change: We may be wel- 
FEome to them at one time, and not at another: 
They may not be able to help us, or unwilling 
to do it; or make a difficulty and ſcruple to 
"adit and ſerve us. But God is our faſt and 
n Hare friend, an unchangeable and never failing 
N one; made ſo by the death, and kept ſo by 
$ the interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. How much 
* do Chriſtians owe in this caſe to the love of 
heir Saviour! 
co (.) The benefit and advantage of prayer. 
Good people have always found an intercourſe 
with heaven the moſt comfortable, and gainful 
thing in the world. This has been the con- 
Eurring teſtimony of the righteous, ever ſince 
pen began at firſt to call upon God. Let us 
therefore be ſenſible of our privilege, and 
umbly uſe and improve it for the glory of 
od, and the good of our ſouls. 
6.) We may hence aſſign a reaſon, why we 
any times obtain not what we aſk of God in 
WW ayer. Perhaps we aſk, what it is improper 
Ir God to beſtow, or would be hurtful, rather 
an profitable for us to receive; or we aſk 
is as to the manner in which we pray, and 
e frame and temper of our own ſpirits. We 
y be careleſs, and irreverent ; cold, and life- 
F weary and too ſoon diſcouraged, or inju- 
Pus to our brethren; unforgiving, and uncha- 
ble. Or, perhaps, we have ſecret dealings 
ch ſin; and becauſe we regard iniquity in our 
is, God does not hear our prayers : Or, it may 
== wc leave out the name of Chriſt, or do 
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anity, there alſo ſtrongly and ſeriouſly recon 


(32) 
not ſo rely upon his merit, power, interceſſion, 
and _ Spirit, as we ſhould do. We our 
felves often diſappoint our own prayers, and are 
ſometimes ready to think hardly of God and 
providence, Ayn, what advantage is there in 
calling upon the Lord? when in truth we have 
nothing to blame but our own fin, and folly. > 
(4.) Obſerve from hence the cloſe connec - 
tion that is eſtabliſhed, between the means and 
the end, in the Goſpel of the grace of God: 
Between Chriſt's choice of his people, and 
their love to him: His ordination of them to 
grace and glory, and their holineſs and jobedi- 
ence : Between grace and duty; prayer and 
perſeverance; our conſtant ſupply from Go 
and our continual expectation, dependance, and 
addreſs. W heretore, what God has joined to- 
gether, let not man put aſunder. | 
I would now cloſe with a few advices u 
e perſons, eſpecially ſuch, as, it may be 
oped, are choſen by Chriſt, and training uv 
for heaven. And to ſuch I would ſay, 4 
(1.) Be ſenſible, that all the real good yo 
ropoſe to do, or to get, is not from you 
Faves, but from the grace of God, and the g 
_ ordination and appointment of Jeſi 
hriſt. 5 
(2.) While you propoſe rightly to unde ** 


- * 
— 
p 


ſtand the great doctrines of the Goſpel, lf 
they are there revealed, or laid together in {ud 

excellent ſummaries of our religion, as the 
ſembly's Catechiſm; be duly concerned faith 
fully to diſcharge the great duties of Chriinn 
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mended. by 
63.) Be very humble. The more you kno 
the more you will ſee of the ignorance, well 
neſs, and corruption of depraved nature. | 


makes people either conceited, captious, or un- 
cCharitable, does more hurt than good. M Hhere- 
© fore be not high minded, but fear. The heat and 


nX forwardnelſs ſo natural to youth, makes a viſible 
de gmumility in ſuch perſons the more ornamental. 
XE (4.) Be much in prayer. This is both your 
*c- duty and intereſt: No good perſon lives with- 
nd out prayer, and they who are beſt, pray moſt. 
The advantage of prayer, as to knowledge, 
and grace, and comfort, is much every way. Prayer 
% is the life of practical religion, and a known 
ed preſervative from the infection of in. 
ant .) Be watchful and jealous over your ſelyes 
— 6 | 7 
306 with a godly jealouſy. All people are expos'd to 
and Anares and temptations, but the younger, moſt 


4 tof of all. Be cautious with whom you aſſociate, 
— zand whither you refort. My /on, if finners en- 
es u ice thee, conſent thou not. Take heed of ey 
y de ind ot intemperance and exceſs : Keep out of 
8g Ahe path of the deſtroyer, and deal ſeriouſly 
Vith your own ſouls, that you may know and 
void the deceitful and deſtructive arts of the 
od of this world. | 
Laſtly, Let your reſolution for God, and 
hriſt be fixed, and perpetual. Do not begin 


the ſpirit, and end in the fleſh. Let it not be 


d 70 


unde id of you, as, perhaps, it is of ſome you know, 
pel, h did run well, but are bindred. Let it ap- 
in ſueſhear that real religion lies near to your heart, 
the Mad that you are under an abſolute determinati- 
d fart In of mind to follow the Lord fully, without 
Chri" Favering or uncertainty. Let not your pur- 


recolioſcs be tickle and unſteady ; but let your heart 


WF i:clined to perform all God's ſtatutes, always 
u kno\p7o tbe end + And make it appear, that your 
„ wei th does not land in the wiſdom of men, but in 
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not wiſe in your own conceit, is apoſtolical advice u alk 
That EEE which puffs up the mind, and s. 
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(34) 
- .. dhe power of God. And to this 2 be ſen- 

- ible of your own weakneſs; the neceſſity of 
divine grace the aids of God's Spirit, the 
diligent uſe of the word, ſacraments, and prayer. 


And now, Brethren, I commend you to God, 
and the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you an inheritance among them 


that are ſanctiſied. 
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